SCREEN REFLECTIONS

picture confounded them as much as it amazed and delighted
a public which had never considered highbrow theories of
screen art. The movement away from the stage was reversed
overnight, and the playwright as well as the actor and
director became useful to the producing corporations.
I confess to having watched this comedy of confusions
with ironical pleasure, for all my friends who had any feeling
about the movies were obstinate addicts of the silent picture,
and when the first talkie appeared they found themselves
obliged to predict the ruin of the whole art and industry.
It never seemed to me possible that they could be right;
and the kpse of only a few years has shown the absurdity of
forming such rigid ideas about an expressive medium new
in the world's history. To-day we all see that a good picture
can be the better for good dialogue; which means that
words have taken a vital pkce in the composition and are
themselves one of the images of screen. Maybe to-morrow
we shall see colour and stereoscopy assume a place just as
important; that is unless the whole process of photography
on celluloid and projection by light is meanwhile made
obsolete, as it is likely to be, by radio-television. (The
broadcast play " performed " by a reading party was on the
point of being superseded by the televised pky when war
conditions interrupted visual radio in all countries.) What-
ever the scientific development may be, the values of direc-
tion, acting and the spoken word will remain ; and I put
them in that order because it is the present order of import-
ance in a picture. One of the interesting possibilities of
television is that the author may come first and the director
second or third ; but that has not happened yet, and for the
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